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This article is adapted from a speech by Senator Roberts, spoken at the Environment and Energy 
Forum, Dee Why RSL Club on 2 June 2024.  

Every major climate and energy policy in this country was introduced by the Liberal National Party. 
Every one of them. Labor then came in and ramped it up. Australia once had the world's most 
affordable and reliable energy and now household electricity costs have trebled.  

The debate on net zero has devolved into a debate about the details. This will only increase 
support for campaigns opposing the massive industrial wind and solar projects encroaching on 
the doorstep of regional Australia, the impact of which is killing our nation.  

But who is to blame for this situation? Every major climate and energy policy in this country was 
introduced by the Liberal National Party only to be subsequently ramped up by Labor.  

Australia's energy costs are among the highest in the world, despite being the largest exporter of 
hydrocarbon fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas. While other countries benefit from our 
resources, we can’t seem to do it. Low and affordable energy is vital for human progress and 
economic competitiveness, impacting all sectors of the economy. When energy prices rise, the 
cost of goods and services increases across the board.  

Our competitive advantage once lay in attracting aluminium smelters into the Hunter Valley due 
to its cheap coal. Now, those smelters are shut down. Just 170 years ago, we used whale oil for 
lighting at night and later coal became the whales' best friend by replacing whale oil. We also 
used to rely on trees for heating and cooking, but coal, oil, and natural gas have taken over those 
roles and as a result, hydrocarbon fuels have become the forests’ best friends. Today there is 30% 
more forested area in developed continents compared to 100 years ago and polar bears are doing 
fine.  

The high cost of energy is killing disposable income and lowering living standards. This is hurting 
families and households, costing jobs that are going to China, where we export our coal and 
import solar and wind components. This situation is driving investment from our country, 
damaging manufacturing and agriculture, and killing innovation. It's killing our future, security and 
lifestyle. We are killing the environment in an effort to save it!  

The man responsible for the basic solar and wind projects we see today was John Howard and his 
government. He introduced the national electricity market, destroying our electricity sector. He 
introduced the solar and wind renewable energy targets and was the first to adopt a policy on 
carbon dioxide emissions trading.  

It was John Howard who also stole farmers’ property rights to comply with the United Nation's 
Kyoto climate protocol back in 1996. Six years after being voted out of office, having laid the 
groundwork for the destruction of our energy sector, he gave a public lecture in London where he 
admitted to being agnostic on the topic of climate science, acknowledging that he lacked 
scientific evidence. Yet, he implemented all those policies in the name of science.  

Barnaby Joyce was initially the strongest voice against the climate fraud. Then in 2016, Malcolm 
Turnbull, as Prime Minister, gave his electorate, New England, New South Wales $400 million to 
build wind turbines, which Barnaby Joyce accepted. Senator Ian McDonald from the Liberal Party 
in Queensland told me back in 2015 (and I've seen the speech) that Senator Matt Canavan once 
gave a speech advocating for reducing carbon dioxide from human activity.  



When people like this, who were once sceptics and openly admitted it, change their stance, it 
destroys the credibility of the climate realist movement. It destroys truth. Fortunately, with the 
exception of Howard, who remains agnostic and refuses to take responsibility for his actions, 
Senator Matt Canavan and Barnaby Joyce are now aligning with our perspective. David 
Littleproud, the leader of the Nationals and a committed globalist, is pushing for funding of 
carbon dioxide “farming”, which is immoral. We're now prematurely closing coal-fired power 
stations, claiming that large quantities of solar and wind will supposedly replace them.  

Some large solar and wind turbine complexes are not even connected to the grid, yet they are 
collecting money because they're supposed to be producing energy. Eraring Power Station in 
NSW will no longer be shut down as of next year. On the first night of the Minns’ government taking 
power in New South Wales, on election night, the incoming energy minister announced they 
would reconsider closing Eraring Power Station. They knew about this and yet still continued their 
pretence of funding the net zero agenda.  

As expensive as wind and solar are now, the real cost is only beginning to reveal itself. We haven't 
yet seen the full picture – the pumped hydro station mega project – Snowy 2.0 in NSW initially had 
a budget of $2 billion, which has ballooned to $14 billion and is likely to reach $20 billion. We said 
this from the start.  

The net zero transition is a complete mess. We haven't even begun to address the transmission 
lines, which will incur enormous costs. We’re looking at 15,000 kilometres of transmission lines 
crisscrossing Australia to transport power from sunny and windy areas to cities where it is 
needed. 15,000 kilometres of environmental devastation, carving out a 75m wide path through 
national parks, remnant forests and productive farmland. What a disgrace – and an act of 
environmental vandalism.  

All of these policies were introduced by the Liberals and then Labor takes over, intensifying the 
effort, turbocharged by the Commonwealth Scientific Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO).  

I have held them accountable. They have admitted to me that they have never claimed there is 
any danger from carbon dioxide from human activity. They stated that temperatures are not 
unprecedented. Yet we are constantly told that the globe is warming with unprecedented 
temperatures. No empirical scientific data or logical scientific points to support this claim have 
been provided.  

We are facing climate fraud, not climate change. CSIRO is now producing GenCost (a net zero 
economic report) which is filled with fraudulent numbers and bogus assumptions to make solar 
and wind energy look good. 

We have seen no specific effects of human carbon dioxide on any climate factor – be it 
temperature, ocean temperature, snowfall, rainfall, severe storms, or anything else – ever.  

You cannot formulate a policy without it being based in actual science because, without 
understanding the effects of what you're blaming (carbon dioxide), you cannot track the 
effectiveness of your policy. We are essentially flying blind, with the ‘ministry for madness’, led by 
Blackout Bowen, (Chris Bowen, Federal Minister for Climate Change and Energy) steering us off 
a cliff. This outcome can be attributed to Liberal/National Party policies – that's the reality.  

Not only is there no scientific basis for their policies and no way to measure their effectiveness, 
but there is also a lack of cost benefit analysis. They are attempting something unprecedented 
without any evidence to support their approach. Other countries have seen that increasing 
reliance on solar and wind power dramatically increases prices and reduces reliability. 



Climate Change is nothing but climate fraud. We are funnelling obscene amounts of money – 
billions of dollars – into the pockets of parasitic billionaires, while simultaneously destroying our 
economy to the tune of trillions of dollars. When you look at the life cycle of these renewable 
energy sources, just 15 years, it is clear that we are not only destroying the quality of life for 
current Australians but also for generations to come. We are subsidising foreign corporations, 
including the Chinese government, to install these monstrosities that are literally destroying our 
environment.  

Hydrocarbon fuels granted us independence from nature. Coal, oil, natural gas and nuclear 
energy share a remarkable quality: high energy density. This provides lowcost energy, boosts 
productivity and wealth, reduces the cost of living and increases the standard of living.  

For 170 years, until 1996 when John Howard came to power, we had experienced the benefits of 
this high energy density and resource efficiency. Power stations can generate all the power 
needed, requiring a small footprint to generate that power. This results in reduced use of minerals 
and land, with a significantly higher energy output.  

To illustrate, consider the amount of steel needed per megawatt of energy capacity. A coal-fired 
power station requires 35 tonnes of steel, whereas a wind turbine needs 546 tonnes for the same 
energy output. Considering the intermittency of wind, its low energy density, and production 
limitations, the overall cost of wind energy is much higher. Solar energy, meanwhile, demands an 
enormous amount of land.  

Now consider the low-capacity factor of solar and wind energy, which averages around 23% of 
the nameplate capacity (or intended output). This means that over a 24- hour period, a 1MW 
(megawatt) wind or solar plant will only produce 230 KW (Kilowatt) of electricity. This limitation is 
because solar panels can't generate electricity at night or when it's overcast (when the sun 
doesn’t shine), and wind turbines require consistent wind. To achieve the same electricity output, 
you would need four times the nameplate capacity, meaning you would need 4 x 1MW of 
generation to produce 1MW.  

Even worse, the majority of this generation occurs during the day, which means during morning 
and evening peak hours, industrial wind and solar are only generating around 10% of nameplate 
capacity. Consequently, you would need ten times the amount of generation to achieve the 
expected electricity output. 

In contrast, coal or nuclear power plants can reliably generate electricity at their full capacity, 
meaning you only need 1MW of generation to actually get 1MW of power, with some allowance 
for maintenance. Importantly, this approach does not require the destruction of the natural 
environment.  

Consider the capital cost of this massive overbuild. This aspect is largely overlooked. Coal-fired, 
nuclear, hydro, and gas-fired power stations have a small footprint and are typically located 
relatively close to metropolitan areas, resulting in lower transmission line expenses for both 
construction and maintenance.  

In contrast, solar and wind are scattered, leading to significantly higher transmission costs and 
increased maintenance expenses. These installations disrupt farming, rural communities, and 
the natural environment because they are dispersed widely.  

The dispersed nature of solar and wind energy not only increases transmission costs but also, 
when factoring in their low-capacity factor and the need to build extra capacity, up to ten times 
more, the overall costs become extremely high.  



Transmission costs previously accounted for approximately 49% of electricity costs. However, 
the current breakdown of electricity costs is far from clear, making it difficult to determine the 
current share of transmission costs.  

Backup batteries to store and distribute electricity from daytime generation to evening and 
morning peak periods will add tens of billions to the overall costs. There are approximately $40 
billion in large scale pumped hydro projects proposed or under construction, further increasing 
costs. Gas-fired power stations are also being considered as backup, essentially resulting in two 
forms of power generation in case the primary source fails.  

This situation is absurd and nonsensical. The instability of solar and wind energy stems from their 
asynchronous nature, while coal, oil, natural gas, hydro, and nuclear energy sources are 
synchronous and inherently stable. Solar and wind's instability leads to increased complexity of 
management and more breakdowns. It's like going back 170 years to when our energy was 
dependent on the weather.  

As Henry Kissinger stated years ago – whoever controls energy, food, and money controls the 
nation. With the current trajectory, they are on the way to controlling all three.  

Most importantly, hydrocarbon fuels have been the greatest driver of human progress and 
lifestyle improvements throughout history, significantly enhancing standards of living. This 
progress is now at risk of being smashed, with human progress being the biggest loser.  

One Nation embraces coal and nuclear energy, with the cheapest option prevailing.  

We possess 25% of the world's uranium reserves and approximately a century’s worth of thermal 
coal. Although coal is still cheaper than nuclear energy, the need to discuss both options is 
required. We should lift the ban on nuclear energy.  

Additionally, we must address the national electricity racket, which has become a bureaucratic 
nightmare that unfairly favours wind and solar energy. This system allows bureaucrats to set 
prices rather than letting the market determine them, leading to a situation where consumers are 
being conned. 

I'll conclude with one final point. The late Professor Bob Carter, a wonderful paleoclimatologist, 
once remarked to me that this must be the biggest scam ever. I replied, "Bob, it's not even close." 
The primary issue here is the anti-human agenda, aiming to control humanity. We are facing an 
anti-human apocalypse, staring right down the barrel of it.  

One Nation believes in the primacy of affordable energy. We advocate for honest, practical 
solutions based on data to address this issue. The UniParty, consisting of both Liberal and Labor, 
must be called out because they are the ones pushing this agenda. Together, they are working 
towards a global plan of control and wealth transfer, and it’s the people who pay the price.  

Australia has the world’s best resources, people and climate. We have the capacity to excel in 
mineral resources and agriculture.  

All we need is a government that believes in Australia’s potential.  


